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Youth Workers Kick-off Summer Jobs and Ecology Program 

Santa Rosa, CA – On Thursday, June 18th, 140 Sonoma County youth and young adults will be 
removing invasive plants, clearing trails and cleaning up Spring Lake and Howarth Parks. The 
clean-up is the kick-off event for the 2015 Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps (SCYEC). Event 
details are below. 

The 14-to-24-year-olds employed through this summer’s program will be working for eight weeks 
on ecosystem restoration and conservation-related projects. The hourly wage ranges between $9 
and $11 per hour depending on the work and experience needed, and youth will be engaged in 
flood mitigation and stream restoration activities, creek clean up and invasive species removal, 
maintaining and building trails in local parks, cleaning up open spaces, and supporting community 
gardening projects across Sonoma County. Throughout the summer, crew members will receive 
job-readiness training and environmental education.  

“The Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps helps young people gain work experience while 
benefitting our community,” said Sonoma County Board of Supervisors Chairwoman Susan Gorin. 
“The youth do jobs throughout the county that would otherwise not be completed without their 
hard work.” 

“This program is invaluable for young people who’ve never had a job, and have little hope of 
getting one without experience,” said Sonoma County Supervisor Efren Carrillo. “They learn 
important skills, like showing up on time and teamwork, and leave the program much better 
prepared for the workplace.” 

“SCYEC gets young people outside, and into our parks and public lands,” said Craig Anderson, 
Executive Director of Land Partner Through Stewardship (“LandPaths”), who will be speaking at 
Thursday’s event. “Not only that, but they invest their sweat equity in these cherished places. Last 
summer, the SCYEC crews made 79,000 linear feet of trails more accessible and safer for the 
public.” 
 
Training and orientation for the summer program began Monday, June 15. The kick-off on June 
18th is a time for community leaders and government and nonprofit partners to recognize the 
young people for the great work they will be accomplishing throughout the county.  

About the SCYEC: The Sonoma County Youth Ecology Corps provides youth and young adults with 
meaningful, paid work experience, environmental education, and the opportunity to explore 
careers and develop work-readiness skills. Youth contribute to their community while completing 



environmental and conservation-related projects or working with local non-profit organizations. 

Since the program began in 2009, for eight weeks each summer, about 200 youth ages 14 to 24 
work outdoors in six to eight person crews on a range of projects. Some youth not suited to 
outdoor crew work are placed with local non profit organizations and a small number of crews of 
older youth continue in a year-round program. While all young people are eligible and encouraged 
to apply, approximately 70% of those employed are at-risk youth. 

The SCYEC is supported and delivered by a partnership of the Sonoma County Human Services 
Department and Workforce Investment Board, the Sonoma County Water Agency, the Sonoma 
County Office of Education, and the nonprofit New Ways to Work. Five community-based youth 
agencies employ and supervise the youth, including the Center for Social and Environmental 
Stewardship, the Community and Family Service Agency, the Conservation Corps North Bay, 
Petaluma People Services Center and Social Advocates for Youth. 

The $650,000 2015 Summer Program is funded with resources from the Workforce Investment 
Act, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, Services for Transitional Age Youth, the Water 
Agency, the City of Santa Rosa Parks and Recreation, the Sonoma County Vintners Foundation , 
Kaiser Permanente, the Redwood Credit Union, the Rotary Club of Sebastopol (Sunrise), 
LandPaths, the Laguna Foundation, the Sonoma County Agricultural and Preservation and Open 
Space District, and Sonoma County Regional Parks. 

A wide range of environmental and conservation related agencies and local non-profits provide 
work and learning opportunities for SCYEC youth. An evaluation of the 2014 summer program 
achieved results for youth in the areas of safety, work skills, relationships, income, and planning 
for the future.  An evaluation is available at http://youthecologycorps.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014-SCYEC-External-Evaluation-Report-ADA-compliant.pdf 

The eight-week summer program will culminate in a Youth Opportunities Fair to be held on 
Thursday, July 30, 2015, at the Finley Center.   

June 18th SCYEC Kick OFF Event Details 
Location:             Spring Lake Park 
Time:                    9:00 a.m. - Work day begins 

11:45 a.m. - Lunch 
12:15 p.m. - Kick-off program 

Photo Opportunities: Crews will be working on a variety of projects, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
Speakers will address the youth and young adults in a brief lunch program. 
Directions:          Take Highway 101 to Highway 12 East 
                                Continue straight through Farmers Lane and Summerfield Rd. 
                                Turn left onto Newanga Ave., to park entrance 
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